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ABSTRACT 

The unassuming church of the Transfiguration at Sotera is situated within the precinct 

of the old cemetery at the heart of the modern village, and had received little attention 

prior to the 1980s. In 1989, restoration work by the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus 

revealed previously unknown fragments of murals, which are dated on stylistic grounds 

to the second half of the thirteenth century. Nonetheless, the monument remains 

virtually unknown to the international scientific community, though some specialists 

have recognized its potential significance for the study of artistic production on Cyprus 

during the thirteenth century.  

The project “The church of the Transfiguration at Sotera (Famagusta District) 

in context: History - Architecture - Murals” was conceived with the aim of rectifying 

this situation, but also in order to encourage researchers to revisit crucial questions 

regarding religious and cultural identity and art in Lusignan Cyprus within the broader 

dynamic context of the Crusader Levant. From its inception, it was decided not to 

confine the research to the murals, but to proceed with a comprehensive study in order 

to clarify the history and the character of the monument and its role in the life of the 

local community through time. More specifically, the project comprises (a) the study 

of the architectural history of the church and the identification and dating of its 

successive stages; (b) the iconographic and stylistic analysis of the murals, within their 

broader Cypriot and Levantine context; (c) the epigraphic analysis of the extant painted 

inscriptions; (d) the technical analysis of the murals; (e) the study of the wood-carved 

iconostasis; and (f) the elucidation of the historical, social and artistic context of the 

monument at the local, regional, and interregional level. The outcomes of this 

investigation will appear in a collective scholarly volume, which is expected to be 

submitted for publication in 2020. 

The project, funded by the Anastasios G. Leventis Foundation, is undertaken in 

collaboration with the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus, and the Materials Science 

and Engineering Department of the Henry Samueli School of Engineering and Applied 

Science of UCLA, United States, with the kind permission of the Holy Bishopric of 

Constantia and Famagusta and the support of the Municipality of Sotera. The members 

of the international scientific team working for the realization of the project are Stella 



Frigerio-Zeniou, Matthew Immerzeel, Ioanna Kakoulli, Tassos Papacostas, Maria 

Parani (chief coordinator), Giorgos Philotheou (coordinator), Philippe Trélat, Maria 

Xenaki, and Andreas Zissimos. 


